
https://www.libris.ro/carte-engleza/yesteryear-caro-claire-burke/45157602




-JnJ 'srot€ues 'SiI-IJo eu{ Euol E ur rolEues lselEl orll se^ . JeglEJ srH
'drseudp u?f,rJeruv ue ur Jellrl erlrJo lunJ egl .sdoq eay3o tsa8unod
erlt sea eI{ 'eru 1oru eq aroJeg peurtdrcsrp lou s?.1!^. puegsnq dry

-poo8 seia ueru erlJ
'erurl uo {3ru 'req Surlpur sem. 'gap3 'purqsill dru reqr sueour

rerlJo ratsrSu pur qcrrd aqr dq 11el ppo] I '1'aof, drrep paa.oleg rno
'ser3essrg go Surooru tuelsrp eql or peualsq 1 'ssauryep eqt uI

mag ssueldrre ue^o ,oa:p"o, drlunoc le,rer8 Surpurrra. 't.,]Tffi:;
selllu a 5 Pel?lol 3Je^A. a/[ 'sqtuolu Jelul^{ eql ur os Jo suru Ilun
uns eql ees t.uplp e^r lueeur qrrqru. 'oqrpl ur seSuer ulelunoru o..v\l

ueeiA.taq sto^Ip 6uu1or eqt ur peltsau ser$. ruJ€J JnO 'srnorl a.eJ

rerltoue roJ eq plno^r pue '{rEIq qreep-se-deep s€^. aprslno d1s eqa
'Jr" loq Eugnd se^. rolerper aqt 'mopurl^. ruoorpaq dur dg .ssed eqr

q8norqr u^ ,olq tsnlpeq tuo5 plor y drenuef 'aururalurlr& sell\, lI
'oor padleq.(larpgep dauoru eqa'deuoru eqr pue ,reqa

'93ilu os eur pa111 sra8u?rls esoqt 1e dqan s,le{J
'errr roJ sr dlpe-r rI rnq 'eldoed reqto rog dsea leqt

tou s6tl il.ou{ I 'repJo pcr8o1ouo.rgf, tJeJJof, erll ur 'arun tg8r.r eqt tE
'f,ep qtea peqsrldruocf,€ eg ol $lselJo serres ? sE eru o1 pe:eaddr 1r3o

11V 'ruIH Eurares rou 'sseursnq e Surppng:ou 'e8euJeru Jou 'pooq
-rerllour toN 'aJII dru ur Eurqrdur qtrn\ elqnorl qrfirr lrqr peq roleu
ea.1 '1urqt I dqr\^. sr qf,rrlll&-ll {r1zr,r Sur,l^.og:eno dlpcrrerd *,I
'euqdrosrp 3o sepeds qlr^a uroq s€/r& I 'oot 'sd1eq aurldrcsrq .{ulrp

t,uop I 'sd1eq drerrqoS 'e311 ,(ur ur eJuo tou 'rarllre 'uomn9 ozoous

oql pesn releN '6uru.roru egt ur dn 8ur1e,,rL eurl pJerl e peqJeleu
e41 dep aqr raar8 or Lpeer 'uedo eprzrn sade :Surgpue rqEra-dr3g emg
'ltnsn e>lII Io tue.rn ruJBI€ dru ero3eq selnu1u orrrrl dn e{o1y\ I

31as&u ro3 paur8erul I aJII eqlJo Av{r .!-syr Hr"rr- s! srF{r-



YESTERYEAR

rently barreling through a presidential bid (third time's the charm!);

his mother was a homemaker who had spent most ofher life drown-

ing in Chardonriay. Together, through anear-fatalcombination of
paternal neglect and maternal sympathy, they had raised Caleb to be

soft and spoiled and sweet. But the only thing more valuable than a

person with God-given traits is a person who's willing to learn, and

my husband, that man,had been willing to learn.

And who was I?

A fawless Christian woman. The manic pixie American dream

girl of this nation's deepest, darkest fantasies. The mother every

woman wanted to be, and the wife.every man 'wanted to come

home to. Like a nun in a porno, it didnt make sense, but also, by

God: it worked.
My name is Natalie Heller Mills, and I was perfect at being alive.

In the silences between Sassafras's near-human groans ofpleasure

(sometimes Ijoked online that rny husband had a bovine mistress, ha

ha!),I couldlust hear the distant chicken coop chatter, that medita-

tive bockbockbockbockbock that served as the white noise machine of
our farm. I loved our chickens. They were as domesticated as dogs,

as harmless as toddlers. Sometimes I went out to the coopjust to sit

with them. I liked to stroke their silky necks, let them peck softly at

the Ged in my cupped palms.

We'd be killing them soon. In the darkness, my mouth watered.

I'd been yearning, lately, for fresh bone broth. Once you've made it
from scratch, the store-bought kind tastes rancid.

Through the open crack of my bedroom door, there was a spill-

ing of litde-boy laughter. The children were down the hall, hav-

ing breakfast. I closed my eyei, felt the r\thms of my house like a

heartbeat. Nanny Lorise-a godsendJor ourfamily-was at the stove,

making pancakes. Producer Shannon-ffiy rtght arrfi-was by the

kitchen sink, getting the video equipment prepared for a long day

of work. Stetson and Samuel-*y darling young rnen-were sitting

at the table, shoving and pulling one another in equally groggy
measure. Clementine-/ny eldest, the giil utho made me a mother-
was at the head of the table, ignoring her brothers, reading a book.

Nanny Aimee-ozr secotd ir

corners of the house, waki
eyelids, tugging my rwo m
would bring one to the kir
and go back to get the other

I closed my eyes and wt
everything he had provider
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than enough for the time being. It allowed me to be present with
both my children and my followers in all the ways I wanted to be at

all the difGrent points throughout the day. Thatt the thing about

being a mother and a wife and an inf.uencer, all at the same time: it's

basically like breastfeeding three babies simultaneously. Like seduc-

ing three lovers at once.

Why don't you euer show all the help you haue behind the scenes?

"'We love our employees like they're family, so we go to great

means to protect their privacy as they ve requested. I wouldn't be

able to forgive myselfifmy social media account ended uP compro-

mising them in any way."

'When I stepped into the kitchen, Producer Shannon was in the cor-

ner, fiddling with a tripod, and my four oldest children were eating

breakfast at the table, each wearing a thick wool sweater. Nanny

Louise was helpingJessa, our three-and-a-ha1f-year-old, as she poured

orangejuice into her glass.

"I can do it myselJ" Jessa whined.

Nanny Louise, who also served as our homeschooling teacher,

nodded and said, "Of course you can. Look. You're doing it right

now. All by yourself. Big girl."

Jessa grinned, the verbal pronouncement of her autonomy enough

to make her forget how Nanny Louise's hands never left the cup.

"Big girl," she echoed. Nanny Louise tipped the gIass, and my little
girl drank greedily. I.watched with approval as the pulp dripped

down her chin. The orangejuice was homemade. The tutorial would

go online later this week.
"Good morning!" I said to the room. Five heads swiveled toward

me. A chirpy chorus of Morning, Mama came in reply.

I made my way around the table, kissing each perGct cheek, ruf-
fling each perfect head. A1l my children, even the boys, wore their

hair long. The girls lookedjust like me: freckled, narrow faces, soil-

dark hair, expressions prone to penetrating seriousness. Catch one

of us in a pouting moment, and you'd be forgiven for summoning
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world. There was no need for some hateful witch in Manhattan to

see how physical Samuel got with his brother (and even his sisters,

sometimes), no need for them to witness Stetson's daily tantrum over

arithmetic (I loved that boy, but he had not been gifted with a stan-

dard helping ofbrains). If the Angry Women found out about any of
my children's failings, they d go qezy with bloodthirst. They'd also

be devastated. None of them realizedit, of course, but they needed

me as much as I needed them. It was a symbiotic relationship. I was

a shark, and they were five million tiny fish, nipping at the nutrients

along my belly.

Little idiots. They were desperate to eat me. They had no idea I
was the one who was keeping them alive.

How does itfeel to know that millions oJ people around the world know inti-

mate details about your children?

"I show only very selective moments of my children's lives. And

besides, none of them have dny zccess to screens-have you seen the

studies, by the way? Of what screen time does to children's trains?

If you ask me, my children are much better offin this household,

where they occasionally show.up in videos for my account, than in

some other household where they'd be staring at an iPad all night.

I mean, really." Sympathetic cluck. "It's an epidemic. So sad- You

should lookinto that."

"You're up early," I remarked to Producer Shannon as I poured my

coffee.
"Couldn't sleep," she said. She was frowning at one of the knobs

on the cerr.Lera, twisting it one way, then the other, a grumPy ex-

pression on her face. 'When Shannon first showed up at the ranch,

she was nineteen years old, a Barnard dropout with pink hair and

a nose ring who was willing to do proGssional work at a student

rate. Now she was twenty-one. The nose ring remained; the pink
hair had been abandoned in the name of her natural brown. I wasn't

sure if that was an indication of any personal identity shift so much

as a practical acceptance of the realities of living an hour away from
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uncluttered home makes them want to kill themselves. A space must

always look lived-in for someone to want to live in it. This is a com-

pletely obvious notion, when you take a moment to really think
about it, but most people don't take a moment to really think about

anvthing. Most people are morons.

Another bonus of this area of the kitchen was that it was right

next to a long ror.v of r,vindows, so the light, once the sun rose, was

a perfect soft-bright at eny hour ofthe day. Just standing near that

kitchen corner made me look and feel a good six years younger.

God-given plastic surgery, I called it privately, though I wouldn't

dream of saying something like that online. The Angry -Women

would eat me alive.

Hdue you ever had any work done?

Laugh, laugh, laugh.
"God, no.I'm sorry, no offense to others who haue, but me? Per-

sonally? I would never."

Shannon was looking blankly at the windows now, which seemed

on these early winter mornings to offer a portal into a world

shrouded in black. I knew she was thinking about the dreams. It
s-as clear she didn't even have an inkling of an idea of what they

meant. How could she be so dense? God was clearly trying to reach

her, in about as direct a way as He could, FIe was sending smoke

signals and carrier pigeons and writing messages to her in the sky,

and she was ignoring all of it. She'd probably schedule a call with
some scam-artist dream interpreter before she even considered that

her brain might be offering her a nonmetaphorical insight. It was a

shame to watch her totally bypass revelation, but not exactly sur-

prising. Shannon's partially Barnard-educated brain was a blunt

instrument, secular and smooth; it was about as suited a tool for

speaking directly with God as a pair of rubber spatulas were for

open-heart surgery.

And why might the Lord want to reach Shannon so badly?
'We11. Shannon had misbehaved.

Shannon looked up ar me, a!
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tal look on my face. "Bv the'
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toss rose petals over our graves. Plus. I'11 admit it: they were easier

to train. The boys occasionallv resisted or got frustrated or bored,

but not the girls. They could perform on film for hours without

complaint, just like their mama.
ttMom,t'

I winced instinctuall), then rearranged my expression into soft-

ness. "Yes, honey?" I was standing in front of my bedroom mir-

ror, fixing the new apron, and my eldest daughter, Clementine, was

standing in the doorway. She had turned twelve over the summer

and promptly stopped calling rrre Mama a few days after. It made my

eye twitch each time I heard her say Mom; I hated the word. It was

such an ugly sound, so short and masculine, far much less musical

than mv preferred alternative. I didn't fight it, though. Clementine

\\ as a Dreteen, which meant she was testing me. The worst thing I
could do s ouid be to push back.

I u,atched through the tnirror as Clementine crossed the room

and sat next to the girls on my bed. "'What does tradwife mean?"

Record scratch. "'Who said that word to you?"
"What? Is it bad?"
"TradwiG,"Jessa said, and giggled. She threw her head back and

said it again. "Tiaaaaadwife!"

It almost seemed possible Clementine might hear the mechanical

clicks of mv brain as it whirred into warp speed, sorting through

frve hundred possible answers to that question. My eldest daughter

was like me, not just in likeness but in disposition, too: she held her

intelligence like a knife behind her back. Now that she was creeping

toward'"vomanhood, I found our similarities a bit unnerving. Like

watching a clone of myself walk siowly toward me frorn a{araway

point in the distance: 
'What would happen when she arrived?

I'm aware this isn't the kind of thing you're meant to feei about

your own daughter. But motherhood is its own kind of curation.

Which is to say: every woman I know lied to me about what it
would be like, befbre I became one mvself.

If your children became influenu

"Ijust want my kids to h
Big gummy smile.
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let a child know you care. 'l
Some people call u'omer: --

reasons."

By some people, I meant t

were the ones who called u
short for something eY{ lil
sane person's universe. But t

they happy, nor were ther
ity. Instead of asking thems

precious time on Earth scrol

they could be mak;.,g their c

ing eye contact to their own
why they spent so much tir
when they could be buildin
were proud of-they w€f,e a

ing a bottle of wine each n

in online chat roorns about

women were winos, but jur
throughout each of their n

assumption. Tradwives wer

ned 2there husbands, appars

because they actually liked s

To which I would corrn

mous burner accounts I us€(

Before these women c:ll
religious zealot, a cuk leade

tradwife seemed rrrild.

"I don't personally thin
"Do you?"



,,anod ocl,,
'pr€s I ,,'p"g ,I suourp"rl Surte.rqelac >lulql dltuos:ad t,uop I,,

'PIIIII Pauees aJI^\Perl

'seureu esoql ot paredruo3 'Jepaerq t 'rapeal llnf, e '1o1eaz snorErlet

e eru polleJ peq daqr 'e3yrtpert e aru pell€r uorrrolr.\ esarll eJoJog

iplqJoJ ue^eeq 'ssaupooB,(tu tlo :aurluo pasn I stunoJo€ JeuJng snour

-duoue 8u1letor xrs orlt Jo euo ur 'tueurrroJ plnolvr' I qJlrl^a. oI
'utplp rreqt qrr^{ eruu Surpueds pa1l d11ent:e daqr asneceg

Bf,rreruv mf,n\say ereia se,rr^lpera dlluareddt 'spueqsnqaaqlz po:u

-reru Eurdels dq (rrunof, aql Eurunnt eJe^{ selrl{pe.r; 'uortdrunsse

paseq-eruepl^o uB tI IIeJ p,l 'se8essaru rreql Jo rllee rnoq8norqr

pelpplr soddr Jo ragrunu eqr dq SurSpnl tnq 'sourzrr ore.^l. ueuro a.

eseqr leql Supunsst ru,t esoddns I 'eru lnoge sruooJ lerl: eurluo ur

lno surorl ellrq 4eqt turddr pue rqEru qree euI^L go eproq e 3ur

-TuFp uI palserelur oJour rt; dpuaredde ersr*r deqr-yo pnord aram.

daqr Surgreruos otur selrl u^l.o -rraqr Surplpq eq plnor daqr ueg,ta

dsnoleefprf,u?r u1v\o rrerll trr Surqreq aruu grilu os tueds (eqi dqaL

se lestuagl Eurlsego p"elsur-uerplFll u^ ,o Jlarll ol peluor ade tu1

-ro5o uele Jo 'sleeru pe1oof,-eruoq u/teo rraql Surleru eq ppoc deqr

ueq^a. selrl s.aldoed;eqro qSnorqr turlorcs {lreg uo arult snorcerd

rreql Jo rlrruu os tueds daqr dqzrr sallesruarlt Eurlse yo pearsul (rr

-[qelunorre puosred ur sro,rerleg 8rq deqr ero^. rou (ddeg deql

aJaA,\ Jou 'eues lou aJe.AA. uoruola eseql lng 'esJe,rrun s,uosled eues

Lue ur pro^ , eug € l,use.&t louottlpp.tl e>l{ '[^e Sulqtaruos ]oJ rJorIS

se1rA. tr e1.ll petl pps orlrr& 'a;lzwpert E eru pelleo orlr . seuo eqt ereru.

ueruod\ dr8uy eql 'ueruol1[ dr8uy eqt lueeru 1 'aldoed aruos dg

(('suoseeJ

snorlqo Jod 'eJI/\{ Ieuorlrpert e eru e>l{ ueuror\l. 1p: aldoed eruos
'leuorrpert roJ uoqs q put t"qt ^ 

.ou>l 1,,'ere) nod m.ou1 pllqr E tel
sr op Jeae uec nod Surgt tsror*r oql 'ef,ual?^rgrue Fns€J ro3 psldo 1

'e11urs ,(rurunE Erg

,,'f,ddeq.q ot iptl dru tuem lsnll,,

2ruafi{o ynotd aq notr pyom 't{oyauos sn)uandu! au,runq uaryfq motr fi

JIesr
rI lerl \ lnoqt eru ()1 peII .to
'uolleJntr Jo PUFI IIa$.o sll sI I
tnoq€ IeaJ 01 luzarrr er noi tu

ape^rr.re aqs uaq.u. uadi
f,el'lrle;r-l e ruorJ eru prenor ^r1

e{If 'Sullreuun Tq e seurr"Tr

Surdaarc se^ . eqs reqr 6,oN T
req pleq eqs :oot'uortrsodsrp

.rarqSnep tseple dryuonsonb
q8no.rqr Suruos 'paads dre-r.

I€rruegreru erll reaq rq8ru au

Pue >P€q Peerl req I[anP eqs '

..inoi ol Pl
,,auBeru eJIl1aPErl s€oP rErld

urooJ erll PessoJtr su.rrueuq:

1 Surqr tsron. eqI 'aE tur$a
euuuaruolo 'gSnoqr 'rr rq8g:

Ie3rsnu ssel rlfmrr re; 'aurtn:
sr.lrtr 1I 'Pror\t eql Palgq 1:utoy
dtu apetu tI 'rerye sdrp o.e3 e z
Jeururns eql re^o a Is.6r Fu
s?r& 'eurluaue[O tarqEnep rs

-Jrur ruoorpeq du Jo luog r
-Uos otur uorsserdxa du potr

lnoqlL\{ srnog roJ u[g uo u
'paroq Jo petrJlsnrs ro8 ro p
Jars€e ara.u. dagt :tr lrrupe II.I

!-


